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Dear Friends in Christ, 
As I write this, I'm struck with several events going on around us. We are still 
processing the mass shooting at Emmanuel AME Church in Charleston, and in 
the aftermath, several disturbed individuals have committed acts of arson against 
other historically black churches. At the same time, the Supreme Court has ruled 
on the issue of gay marriage, which some people are celebrating, while others 
are unhappy and disturbed. 
  
When I look at the root of these issues I see a mindset of winners and losers. No 
matter what the issue is, people who get their way are deemed the winners, and 
they want the losers to get on board with their position. On the other hand, those 
who have not gotten their way don't appreciate being in the category of losers 
and seek to have a position reversed, sometimes through violent means. Winners 
vs. losers also comes from a mindset of domination—one where the prevailing 
mindset somehow forces the other to get in line with the program. However, 
such a mindset in inherently unstable, and often crushes people's dignity. 
  
It's been fifty years since the civil rights movement in this country, and 
obviously a lot of good has come from it. And yet in many areas racism 
persists. Making discrimination illegal did not stop Dylann Roof from his 
horrific plan, nor has it stopped those who are setting churches on fire. The 
dominant culture says racism is wrong, and yet there exists a segment where 
hearts remain unchanged. Something that did have an effect, at least according to 
Dylann Roof, was how the people at Emmanuel treated him. He said that he 
almost didn't go through with his plan because of how nice the people there were 
to him. Something happening there gave him pause and almost cut through the 
hatred. 
  
If we get out of a mindset of domination and winners vs. losers we can enter into 
a new mindset—one in which we respect each others' dignity and live in a spirit 
of love. We don't have to be the same on every issue to live this way—as a 
matter of fact, life becomes more interesting when we're not.  I always love 
talking with people that differ from me because it brings a richness to my life—it  
makes me think of things I hadn't considered before. But more important than 
that, I respect them as children of God and they are just as entitled to their 
positions as I am to mine. Sometimes I may disagree vehemently, but that 
doesn’t give me the right to hate, put down, or denigrate.   
  
So as we move forward, I encourage you to view our country not through the 
position of winners vs. losers, be it race issues, same-sex marriage, or anything 
else. Instead, take the position of love and respect, realizing that everyone is a 
little bit different, and may have different positions. That doesn't make us 
enemies, it just makes life more exciting. 
  
God's Peace, 
Fr. Conor+ 
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Things I love about St. Francis Episcopal Church 

by Susan Moore, Sr. Warden 

In no particular order… 

WORSHIP ~ I love the liturgy, the liturgical dance (especially the bells) that goes on at the altar, the 

familiarity of the service every Sunday. Most of the prayers and responses of the 10:30 worship service are 

so ingrained that I rarely use the Book of Common Prayer. Special services or 8:00 format are another 

matter. I love singing the hymns so familiar that I can harmonize with quite a few. I love the service music 

and how it changes with the seasons. I love singing The Lord’s Prayer, even though some of it is out of my 

range. But not out of Victor’s or Karen’s.  

From my “normal” spot at the altar rail for communion, I can see adults and children kneeling. I see lots of 

diversity looking down the rail – all of us kneeling as one body in Christ. I’m one of those people who say, 

Amen.” when the wafer is given to me. I was tickled the first time I heard Brooklyn say, “Thank you.” 

when she received her wafer. A logical response, right? Moving on… 

ASK AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE ~ No matter how few names are on a sign-up sheet, when the actual 

event happens there is oodles of food, drinks and what have you. Our people are generous in that respect. 

Not just food either, people donated so much candy for Trunk or Treat that we had candy to share with our 

food pantry. For the Easter Egg Hunt we had oodles of rabbits and other prizes donated. So many stuffed 

rabbits came in I thought they must be multiplying, as rabbits do! On that note… 

FR. CONOR ~ We lucked out! Actually, God had this planned! This man’s gentle but persistent guidance 

and encouragement is bringing us out of ourselves and into the community. We are a presence not just a 

drive-by-church.  Because of Fr. Conor we are addressing issues previously unspoken. He is friendly, easy 

to talk with and non-judgmental. He doesn’t just visit VBS but participates. He plays a mean guitar too! He 

initiates Bible studies to help us grow as disciples. But he is not clairvoyant, so if you need a pastoral visit, 

you or a friend or family member should let Fr. Conor know about it. And when you do, expect a visit. 

THE PEOPLE ~ What a diverse community we are!! Perhaps community isn’t the right term. We are more 

like a family. Sure we have our differences but we deal with them and get over them. We pull together. We 

are inclusive. We are not judgmental. We love each other and perhaps more important, we actually like 

each other. Our women get together for fun and function. Our Bible study meets faithfully. Our ministries 

play vital roles in Sunday worship and at other times. Our ministry leaders are faithful in their roles. Our 

vestry does not sit on their thumbs but takes an active role in guiding the church. Our children and 

grandchildren play together! We don’t go to church, WE ARE THE CHURCH! 

However, like any family we sometimes have issues with money. Some how, with God’s help, we get 

through our money problems. That’s why I’m taking a leap of faith about our current money issues. I 

believe that our congregation will do whatever is necessary to correct the current deficit. That might be 

bringing pledges up to date, giving a little more or making a one-time donation to the 20/40/60 campaign 

that is about to be launched.  

I suppose you saw that last paragraph coming. Sorry. I pray you are enjoying this beautiful summer. 

Remember to wear sunscreen. Enjoy your time with family and friends. My daughter and grandson are 

coming for two weeks… I’m so excited! 

Thanking God for you, 

Susan     
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                                        Christian Formation 

Dear Parish Family: 

Welcome to VBS 2015, G-Force Adventure Park, to be held July 20 - 24 at St Francis Church. At G-Force 

Adventure Park, your children will discover an interactive, energizing, Bible-based program that will 

give them the opportunity to experience God’s love in Action as they become Navigators and explore 

how to serve God and others with active love. After a high-energy opening at the G-Force Zone, the 

Navigators make their way around to various activities:  making their own art projects at the Craft 

Zone, singing new music at the Music Zone, playing games at the Recreation Zone, and exploring 

science activities and Biblical stories at the Science/Scripture Zone. Each day our Navigators will learn 

new Velocity Verses (Bible memory verses) and an action word for following God’s plan for our lives. 

Day 1 - Move! 

Day 2 - Act! 

Day 3 - Care! 

Day 4 - Follow! 

Day 5 - Share! 

**An Adult VBS class will be offered this year for all interested adults.** 

1. Dinner will be served from 6 to 6:30 pm for the nominal charge of $10.00 per person for a family of 

3; families of 4 or more will pay a maximum of $30.00.  

2. There is a registration form located on the back of this letter for your convenience, and additional 

forms are located at the back of the church and in the Christian Formation office. There is also a 

link on the St Francis Facebook page if you would like more information.  

3. Volunteers are always greatly appreciated. If you would be interested in helping us out, please 

contact your Coach, Bennett, at 468-0660 or 646-5795. 

So mark your calendars now and pencil in the dates of July 20 - 24 to join us at the G-Force Zone. 

See you at the Zone! 

Coach, Bennett Card  
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Altar Guild 

June 20 - July 3 

Blanche Mouzon 

July 4 - July 17 

Becky Dutsh 

July 18 - July 31 

Sue Risinger 

 

July 5 

 Brooklyn- Crucifer 

 Rylan- Gospel Bearer 

 Caerdwean- Torch Bearer 

 Devon- Torch Bearer 

July 12 

 Brady- Crucifer 

 Spencer- Gospel Bearer 

 Anna- Torch Bearer 

 Isabella- Torch Bearer 

July 19 

 Emerson- Crucifer 

 Rylan- Gospel Bearer 

 Azaria- Torch Bearer 

 Isaiah- Torch Bearer 

July 26 

 Spencer- Crucifer 

 Brady- Gospel Bearer 

 Anna- Torch Bearer 

 Selena- Torch Bearer 

 

 

 

July 5 

8 am - Cheryl Blyden 

10:30 am - Laura Silva 

  (Prayers) 

          Twila Leavitt  

          (Readings) 

July 12 

8 am - Bridget Borton 

10:30 am - Twila Leavitt           

  (Prayers) 

          Lynn Kennedy  

         (Readings) 

July 19 

8 am - Cheryl Blyden 

10:30 am - John Ickes              

  (Prayers) 

          Carol McCarthy  

          (Readings) 

July 26 

8 am - Bridget Borton 

10:30 am -Carol McCarthy 

  (Prayers) 

          Barbara Taylor  

  (Readings) 

 

LEM SCHEDULE ACOLYTES 
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Outreach: Parish Food Closet 
Yes, we still operate our food closet. We are maintained by referrals from Virginia Beach 

Social Services every five weeks,  Monday through Thursday.  

We are in need of food supplies: 
 
Canned meats  Canned fruits  Pancake mix (complete) 
Boxed potatoes  Peanut butter  Soups 
Pasta    Jelly    Rice 
Spaghetti sauce  Cereal   Canned vegetables 
Dry beans   Dry milk (small pkgs)  
Boxed cornbread mix Boxed muffin mix  
Boxed biscuit mix 
 
We do not have facilities for anything but non-
perishable items. 
 
**Bring items with you to church and place in the basket 
in the rear of the Nave. 
 
 

Schedule 

July 6 - 9  Social Services 

July 29  Open Door 

6 - 7:30 PM 

Footsteps in Faith . . . is taking a break for the 

summer.  Please join us in the 

fall on Tuesdays at 7 pm, 

starting September 8! 
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Upcoming Events 

July 20 - 24, 2015 
From 6 pm - 8:30 pm 

The Mission of the Holy Spirit  
 

Yard & Bake Sale 

Car Wash 

Saturday, July 18 

8 am - 3 pm 

Lunch available at 11 am 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

1445 Norview Avenue 

Norfolk, VA 23513 

(757) 858-0010 

ECW Meeting 
July 11, 10 am 

Adult Classroom 

We are looking for 

some ladies with unique talents!  

Come on out and get the details 

about an upcoming event 

scheduled for the fall!  Contact 

Shirley Taylor, 547-3825. Food Pantry Schedule 
 

Social Service - July 6 - 9 

Open Door - July 29,  

6 - 7:30 pm 
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                                        Saint Francis 20/40/60 Pledge Campaign 

  

 

Parishioners,  

In Saint Francis’ continuing efforts to close a deficit in the 
operating funds, the Vestry has discussed and put into effect a 
“20/40/60 Pledge Campaign.” 

  

The 20/40/60 Pledge Campaign will provide Parishioners an 
opportunity to pledge or select one of  three levels: 

  

20 Parishioners giving $500 each 

  

40 Parishioners giving $250 each 

  

60 Parishioners giving $170 each 
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                                        Vestry Meeting Summary of Action 

Vestry Meeting—June 17, 2015 

 

Summary of Action 

May Finance Report—Dosh Jackson:  Income in May was slightly higher after appeals regarding 

the budget deficit, and expenses were lower, largely due to the seasonal lack of demand for much heat or 

air conditioning. However, we still have a deficit of about $8,500. Six-month pledge statements will be 

sent out in July, and automatic deduction for pledges will be encouraged. 

Strategic Plan Update—Dosh Jackson:  The Strategic Planning Team will continue building on 

the Rule of Life campaign for the rest of the year. The goal will be to get more “hands-on” about the 

topics in the Rule of Life that were laid out during the Easter season. Ideas include holding events such as 

a special end-of-summer service and creating a trifold brochure of ministries with contact information to 

make it easy for people to volunteer.   

Building Renovations:  Arrangements have been made with the contractor to carpet the 

vestibule, hallway, Commons, Sacristy and short hall, and the two small bathrooms. The carpet is on 

backorder, but work will begin in early July. 

New Business 

Copier:  Since the current copy machine contract ends in July, the Vestry discussed options and 

voted to lease a copier with color and 11x17 capabilities; repairs would be included in the contract. 

Fundraising/Stewardship—Ken Clarke:  Plans are being made to track visually for the 

congregation the progress toward raising money to eliminate the deficit this year.  Fundraisers, perhaps 

including the children, are in the works. 

Ministry Area Reports: 

· Senior Warden—Susan Moore:  Susan reported that doors to the church have been left open 

more than once recently. Anyone finding a door open when no one should be in the building 

should not enter, but should call the police.  

The Parish photo from the picnic was published at the top of the recent diocesan newsletter. 

Susan commended those who cooked and who assisted with the picnic in other ways. 

· Social—Karen Palmerone:  Newcomer packets are now available at the back of the sanctuary on 

Sundays. 

Volunteers are needed for the photo sessions for the directory update. 

· Christian Formation—Susan Moore:  Christian Formation Director Bennett Card reports that  

o This year’s Vacation Bible School program will be G-Force (GOD Force), to be held July 

20 – 24.  

o Bennett will be contributing content materials for the newcomer packets that Karen is 

creating. 

o Mia Hurd has accepted the position of Nursery attendant and will replace Brett Iwejor 

when he leaves for college in August. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Kennedy, Registrar 
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Vestry Lock-Up 
July 5 

Ed Silva 

July 12 

Dosh Jackson 

July 19           

Ron Simmons 

July 26 

Susan Moore 

 

St. Francis Episcopal Church Financial Update 

 

As of May 31, 2015 

 Actual Budget YTD Difference 

Total Contributions 61,483.71 68,526.67 (7,042.96) 

Total Operating Expenses 69,976.60 68,853.33 1,123.27 

Net Income (8,492.89) (326.67)  

    

Grass Cutters 
July 4-   Alex Chagares 

July 11- Joe Ruth 

July 18- Ken Clarke 
July 25- Brad Hawkins & Alex Chagares 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 
July 5 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory 

of God in thanksgiving. 

July 12 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory 

of God in celebration of Jackie Clarke’s birthday. 

July 19 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory 

of God in celebration of Victor Rice’s birthday. 

July 26    

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory 

of God in thanksgiving for Neil & Sara Cowell’s 

Anniversary. 

              Building Usage                                                               

Need to reserve a room? 

Contact Junior Warden 

Ron Simmons at (917)847-

6604. 


