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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Over the past few weeks another topic has hit the news that many in 

our community have come to talk to me about—that is the issue of 

same-sex marriage.  Be it the recent marriage at Christ and St. Luke's 

in Norfolk of Tony London and Tim Bostic, or the recent vote in 

Ireland allowing for gay marriage, it's obvious that there is no 

shortage of opinions.  Some people feel that it's a holiness issue and 

should not be allowed, and some feel that it's not in line with 

traditional family structure and values, while others see it as another 

step in our societal evolution and change—in the same vein as we 

have dealt with issues of slavery, women in positions of leadership, 

or remarriage after divorce.  My point is that even within our 

community, there is a wide diversity of opinions.  Many have asked 

me where I stand on the issue, but, for me, the issue itself is less 

important than how we deal with the issue. 

  

What is primary for me is how we treat and love one another while 

discerning how to respond and what St. Francis' position should 

be.  Many of us feel very passionately about our own positions, and 

there are others who feel just as passionately about the opposite 

position.  And at the same time we're all family, and we love one 

another. 

  

This past Sunday we finished an intensive study of a Disciple's Rule 

of Life.  The point of the practices we looked at is to equip you to 

deal with issues like this one faithfully.  Take the time to engage 

Scripture.  Pray about it.  Don't neglect your worship time.  In doing 

so you will be better prepared to respond in a way that's Godly, 

caring, and respectful.  For some additional suggestions, I have 

included a list of our Diocesan Norms that was put together several 

years ago.  They can be found on page 5 of this newsletter.  Please 

review and practice them as we talk about this and other issues that 

may arise.  We have been a family before this issue came up, and we 

will continue to be a family. 

  

God's Peace, 

Fr. Conor+ 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Nat King Cole sang it. “Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer 
Those days of soda and pretzels and beer 
Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer 
Dust off the sun and moon and sing a song of cheer 
Just fill your basket full of sandwiches and weenies 
Then lock the house up, now you're set.”     

 

There are more lyrics but you get it. Summer is great, unfortunately the daily grind continues... your grass needs 

mowed and your bills still need paid – even if you go away on vacation.  

 

On that note, please keep in mind that the church’s grass needs mowed, too. If you haven’t already, please 

consider volunteering for grass mowing at St. Francis. Find a partner to work with you and make it a team effort. 

Consider this, if it takes one person 4 hours to mow our lawns, it only takes two people 2 hours. The sign-up 

sheet in the Commons is pretty empty right now. Grass mowing is a necessary and vital ministry. It helps us put 

our best “lawn” forward to the community - sign up today! 

 

I hope you have a wonderful vacation planned for yourself or your family. Visiting relatives, traveling to distant or 

not-so-distant places, is fun and relaxing. Some vacations cost mucho dinero  - others not so much.  But your 

gas, electric, water, car insurance still need paid. Try not paying them and see what happens. So… what I’m 

saying is, don’t forget your tithe to the church! The church electric, insurance and other bills come in during 

summer months, too. Please, keep your tithe current. And if you’re behind on your pledge, bring it up to date.  

 

I am very aware of how easy it is to fall behind on your tithe. You forget your checkbook or cash as you dash out 

of the house on Sunday morning with wife or husband and kids in tow—but you don’t or can’t make it up the next 

week. Job loss, health issues – any number of reasons can affect tithing. Please do this one thing, call the church 

and talk to Fr, Conor, Dosh Jackson, or even me–let someone know of problems with your tithe.   

 

The easiest way to tithe: direct deposit. I take advantage of this tithing method. There are several withdrawal 

options, but I chose weekly. It comes out of my bank account every Monday, so whenever I worship with my 

husband at his church on Sunday, my tithe gets paid to St. Francis. Direct deposit requires no checks, no 

envelopes and no stamps. Now that’s convenient! Call the office (340-6884) for more details.  

 

One more thing, if you didn’t get a Rule of Life card when they were handed out, look for one in the Commons or 

Nave. Carry this small card with you, post it on your mirror or fridge, or put it in a prominent place as a reminder 

that the Disciple’s’ Rule of Life is ongoing—it didn’t end with the Ice Cream Social on Pentecost Sunday.  

 

You have fixed all the bounds of the earth;  you made summer and winter. Psalm 74:17 

Have a beautiful, joy-filled, blessed summer.      

Susan Moore 

Senior Warden 
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                                        Diocesan Norms  
How we live and work together in the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia 

 
Listen Attentively 

Honor the ideas and concerns of others by listening with care. 

 

Practice Courtesy 

Observe relaxed courtesy in every gathering. 

 

Respect All Opinions 

Respectfully include all opinions, even when there is disagreement. 

 

Speak For Self Only 

Listen and speak from an “I” position (but do not speak for anyone else). 

 

Model Transparency 

Act with honesty, openness, directness. 

 

Honor Confidentiality 

Respect private or personal confidences when appropriate. 

 

Share Decision-Making 

Share the power by including all persons affected by the process of decision-making. 

 

Refrain From Judging 

Resist speculation or censure about the motives or spiritual maturity of others. 

 

Communicate Consistently 

Make careful, consistent communication a priority. 

 

Challenge in Love 

Challenge the times when we are not living up to our norms, speaking the truth in love. 

 

Forgive Generously 

Forbear and forgive each other’s failings, with God’s help. 

 

Admit Responsibility 

Be publicly accountable for errors, seeking to learn from mistakes. 

 

Be Open to the New 

Be receptive to exploring new ideas and possibilities. 
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Outreach: Parish Food Closet 
Yes, we still operate our food closet. We are maintained by referrals from Virginia Beach 

Social Services every five weeks,  Monday through Thursday.  

We are in need of food supplies: 
 
Canned meats  Canned fruits  Pancake mix (complete) 
Boxed potatoes  Peanut butter  Soups 
Pasta    Jelly    Rice 
Spaghetti sauce  Cereal   Canned vegetables 
Dry beans   Dry milk (small pkgs)  
Boxed cornbread mix Boxed muffin mix  
Boxed biscuit mix 
 
We do not have facilities for anything but non- 
perishable items. 
 
**Bring items with you to church and place in the 
basket in the rear of the Nave. 
 
 
Thank you in advance, Doris Naugle & Elinor Ruth 
 

Schedule 

July 6-9  Social Services 

Tuesdays at 7 pm Footsteps in Faith 
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Altar Guild 

May 23 - June 5 

Carol McCarthy 

June 6 - June 19 

Barbara Taylor 

June 20 - July 3 

Blanche Mouzon 

June 7 

 Andre- Crucifer 

 Brooklyn- Gospel Bearer 

 Selena- Torch Bearer 

 Isabella- Torch Bearer 

June 14 

 Brooklyn- Crucifer 

 Brady- Gospel Bearer 

 Spencer- Torch Bearer 

 Anna- Torch Bearer 

June 21 

 Brooklyn- Crucifer 

 Andre- Gospel Bearer 

 Azaria- Torch Bearer 

 Isaiah- Torch Bearer 

June 28 

 Emerson- Crucifer 

 Rylan- Gospel Bearer 

 Selena- Torch Bearer 

 Brooklyn- Torch Bearer 

 

 

 

June 7 

8 am - Susan Golden 

10:30 am - Twila Leavitt  

  (Prayers) 

        John Ickes            

  (Readings) 

June 14 

8 am - Susan Golden 

10:30 am - Laura Silva            

  (Prayers) 

        Clay Wise  

         (Readings) 

June 21 

8 am - Cheryl Blyden 

10:30 am - Terrence Cumberland         

      (Prayers) 

        Barbara Taylor            

  (Readings) 

June 28 

8 am - Cheryl Blyden 

10:30 am -John Ickes  

  (Prayers) 

       Carol McCarthy  

  (Readings) 

 

  

LEM SCHEDULE ACOLYTES 
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June 7th marks 

the end of  

another Christian 

Formation  

program year.   We will recognize both the 

students and their teachers at the 10:30 service 

for all their hard work this past year! 
 

A special thank-you to all of  your Christian 

Formation teachers, who work so hard year 

after year with our children and adults: 
 

Michelle Wise, Amy Imbriale, Twila Leavitt, 

Reta Savage, Erika Grasse, Bob Savage, Clay 

Wise, Chris Palmerone, Pete Leavitt and 

Eileen Anderson.   
 

We love and appreciate all that you do for 

Christian Formation at St. Francis. 

ECW News 
Saturday, June 6, at 10 am—Crigger 

Room 

 The women’s group has a unique and 

exciting event planned for this fall.  There 

will be many opportunities to use your 

God-given talents to participate.   

 

     Saturday, June 13, at 10 am—Crigger Room 

This is our last meeting of  the season!  We will have a 

gemologist speak afterwards and show us how those 

beautiful stones in our costume jewelry are made.  Please 

come to a meeting and join in the fun! 
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Vestry Meeting—May 27, 2015 

 

Summary of Action 

 

March Finance Report—Dosh Jackson:  The church’s budget deficit is now $10,000. Though the 

budget is still bare-bones, expenses are up in areas such as utilities, especially during the rough winter, and 

property insurance, which is rising for everyone. This is earlier than such a deficit usually shows up, and the 

issue must be addressed now. The consensus of the Vestry was that this can be made up by a combination of 

efforts. Dosh is looking into ways that expenses might be cut further. In addition, giving and fundraising, in-

cluding seeking to rent out the Parish Hall to people in the community for events, can help increase our in-

come; a fundraising committee will be made up of parishioners and Vestry members, including Ken Clarke, 

Susan Golden, and Ed Silva. The Vestry will share the financial situation with the congregation at Sunday ser-

vices, through the Faithful Bell, and in the Parish Notes in the bulletin. 

Strategic Plan Update and Rule of Life Campaign for Easter Season—Dosh Jackson:  Dosh 

reviewed what has happened so far in the Rule of Life Campaign: Fr. Conor met with Parish Ministry Lead-

ers; posters went up; the campaign kicked off at Easter with Bell articles, brochure, and ROL bulletin board; 

Question & Answer sessions were held after services; home meetings took place, but with low attendance 

except at the Tuesday Bible Study; Fr. Conor elaborated on the sections of the ROL in his sermon series; an 

ice cream social was held on Pentecost. The Vestry considered the response to the campaign and is consider-

ing making a written survey so that those who wish can share their responses.  

Building Renovations:  The Vestry voted to use up to $4,000 of the Capital Campaign funds raised 

for building renovations in order to carpet the vestibule, hallway, Commons, Sacristy and short hall, and the 

two small bathrooms at this time.    

Ministry Area Reports: 

Outreach—Flavel Blyden:  Outreach for Christ is doing a special fundraiser for Legends at the Beach, 

where the fire took place. 

Communications—Robert Savage:  The welcome page on the website has been updated. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Kennedy 

Registrar 

 

Vestry Meeting Summary of Action 
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Vestry Lock-Up 
June 7 

Dosh Jackson 

June 14 

Ed Silva 

June 21           

Ron Simmons 

June 28 

Karen Palmerone 

 

 

St. Francis Episcopal Church Financial Update 

 

As of April 30, 2015 

 Actual Budget YTD Difference 

Total Contributions 47,818.71 54,821.33 (7,002.62) 

Total Operating Expenses 57,935.25 55,082.67 2,852.58 

Net Income (10,195.35) (261.33)  

    

Grass Cutters 
June 6- Brad Hawkins & Alex Chagares 

June 13- Joseph Ruth & Paul Radford 

June 20- Chris Palmerone 
June 27- ********Help Needed******* 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 
June 7 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of 

God for the blessing of Edward, Teena, Elston, 

Lola and Estella. 

June 14 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of 

God in thanksgiving. 

June 21 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of 

God inthanksgiving for Benjamin, by Pete & Twila 

Leavitt. 

June 28    

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of 

              Building Usage                                                               

  Need to reserve a room? 

Contact our Junior Warden, 

Ron Simmons, at (917)847-

6604. 


